[image: image1.jpg]



Press release

Embargoed until 11th March 2009

BBC's Jeremy Vine 

to be patron of Milton Keynes charity


        

Jeremy Vine, presenter of the BBC Radio 2 flagship daily programme, The Jeremy Vine Show,  is to be patron of a new Milton Keynes charity, Ride High.

Ride High is a charity being set up in Milton Keynes to give disadvantaged children aged 8 to 17, the chance to learn to ride and look after horses. Ride High will operate a youth club which will  teach the children to ride and care for horses, learn about horses in the wider world and go on associated  trips out.  Ride High will be accepting children from the Woughton parish of Milton Keynes in its first 6 months of operation and intends to widen its reach to include more areas of Milton Keynes in due course. The first group of children will be accepted in April.

Rachel Medill, Chair of trustees, said:- 

of Ride High:

“There are two unique aspects to Ride High. The first is that we will use horses to provide a stimulating and enjoyable new experience for children who may be struggling in their daily lives.

The second is the long term nature of the provision. Members of Ride High MK will be able to remain with us until they turn 18 so they will have the time to acquire a range of skills that will benefit them for the rest of their lives”

of Jeremy Vine:

“Jeremy is wonderful with children and understands the importance of giving every child the chance to make the most of life. Having Jeremy's support will give the children and their parents a sense that they are joining something really special.”

Jeremy Vine commented:

“Ride High has been borne out of Rachel's commitment to the future of children in the area – and the dream of giving a little more to kids whose lives may not be full of the kind of adventures that others take for granted. It is so obviously a good idea  - a way of spreading some joy in very troubled times and hopefully giving disadvantaged children a wider horizon. I am sure that this charity will become an important part of the Milton Keynes community and I am delighted to be associated with it from the very outset.”

Ends.

Contact: Rachel Medill, Chair of trustees, 07887 537703/ 01908 5835

www.ridehigh.org
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Notes for editors

Jeremy Vine

Jeremy Vine presents The Jeremy Vine Show weekdays on Radio 2, 12 -2 pm. On January 6th 2003 he took over the news and music slot Jimmy Young had occupied for 29 years. In 2007 he began fronting Panorama, the world's oldest current affairs programme as it returned to BBC1 primetime. He also presents the TV show Eggheads.

Jeremy joined the BBC in 1987 as a News Trainee. He then worked as a reporter on Today as a political correspondent at Westminster (1993-1997), then as Africa correspondent based in Johannesburg. From 1999 to 2002 he was the third Newsnight presenter with Jeremy Paxman and Kirsty Wark. He was named Speech Broadcaster of the Year in 2005.

Jeremy was born in Epsom in May 1965. He is married to Rachel Schofield and has two young daughters. 

Ride High MK – a youth club

Ride High plans to use Loughton Manor equestrian centre to deliver the horse riding and care teaching and will use volunteers to deliver the associated activities and run the youth club.   


    The main activities will be:

· learning to ride and look after horses

· visits to equine related events and sites around the UK

· horse based clubroom projects to develop literacy and numeracy

· involvement in running the club

The key objectives will be:

· to develop the young people’s physical, social and educational skills

· to build self esteem and provide a new focus in these children’s lives

· to encourage members to make friends and find support within the club

· to give young people a sustained programme to enable them to make long term 
changes in their lives

The charity

Ride High was constituted as a voluntary organisation in November 2008. It has six trustees.

Ride High will start operations in April 2009.

Rachel Medill, Chair of Trustees


    Rachel worked in the city as a marketing and communications director for a FTSE 250 
   company. She has ridden at international level three day eventing and  is a non executive 
   director of The British Equestrian Federation. 

More information can be found at www.ridehigh.org


     



Ride High is supported by the Milton Keynes 





          Community Foundation.

